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tion declaring that the United States favoured neither
one side nor the other, and called upon all Americans
to be strictly neutral both in thought and in deed.

But it is one thing for a great nation, with world-wide
interests, to declare itself neutral in a war and another
to maintain that attitude. Sooner or later she is bound
to be affected, especially in her sea-borne trade, and
so it was with the United States. Britain held command
of the seas, and as one way of hindering Germany's war
effort, she soon brought into play the old, weapon of
blockade, by which she strove to stifle Germany's trade
and prevent the entry of anything into that country
which might assist her in carrying on the war.

Thus before long American ships were being de-
tained and searched for contraband by the British Navy,
and this went on, despite various protests from the
American government, right up till 1917. It was a
matter in which Britain had no choice. She was fighting
for her life, and she dared not let vital cargoes of food
and other goods reach Germany, even if they came
from a neutral country in that country's ships. So
almost from the beginning the isolationist creed col-
lapsed, and Americans found it was impossible to re-
main aloof and unaffected by the war.

Meanwhile, Germany started her own blockade of
Britain, and not being a match for the British fleet on
the surface of the sea, she sent forth her swarms of
U-boats to prey upon British merchantmen and all
ships trading with British ports. So far as her efforts to
blockade Britain went, Germany was within her rights;
where she transgressed against the laws of humanity